


DAY1
3 ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
mighty things, which you do not know.’ Jeremiah 33:3

Core Value: Choice of Mentor 

Two Guides

Imagine if you had to choose between two hiking guides. One hiking guide says 
he can take you through a dusty path with very little plants, a boring desert, and 
places with very few animal sightings. The other guide says he can bring you 
through a mountain path where you can see a breathtaking view, lots of eagle 
sightings, and a sunset. It should be a no-brainer which one you should go with.

Choosing who to follow in life can be tricky, but God’s promise in Jeremiah 33:3 
gives us a reason to choose him. God promises to be a guide that would show 
“great and mighty” things. His plan for the life of his children (even when they 
are stuck in a place they don’t want to be) is to provide them with an adventure.

This adventure will force us to trust God when times get tough. We will have to 
face many uncertain things. Like any good guide, God has a goal for your life 
and He will make sure you make it to the end.

Think it through: If you let God be the guide for your life what do you imagine He 
will show you (in school, at home, with your friends)?

Go Deeper: The Story of Joseph following God’s plan that would make him the 
second in command to Pharaoh. Genesis 41

Practice: Ask God to be your guide today and show you the life he wants.



DAY2
As iron sharpens iron,
So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend. 
Proverbs 27:17

Core Value: Choice of Mentor

Sharp Like a Laser

In the 2015 movie The Man From U.N.C.L.E. A Russian and an American spy 
work together to break into a Soviet base. When they came up against a steel 
fence, the American spy bragged he had a cutting blade made from diamond 
that was sharpened by a laser. The Russian spy took out his own laser tool and 
cut the fence much easier. He used the laser that sharpened the knife.

We want to be sharp in all we do. To be sharp is to think critically, reflect 
honestly, and apply yourself with excellence. People who are sharp are the best 
workers and have wisdom to solve problems.

But in order to be sharp we need to be sharpened. In scripture, a mentor who is 
wise and godly is the best choice to sharpen others. The person you should 
follow in your life will want you to be the best in your life choices. They will want 
to bless you with new ways to think about problems and ways to follow God 
closer.

The Bible’s ultimate standard for sharpness is following God’s wisdom for your 
life and respecting His authority. Who in your life wants you to have that?

Think it through: Name three people who want you to be sharp. Go Deeper: Elijah 
calls Elisha to follow him. 1 Kings 19:19-21

Practice: Find out if your school or neighborhood has a Bible study that you can 
attend. You will find lots of sharp people.



DAY3
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 1 Peter 3:15

Core Value: Choice of Mentor

What Do You “See?”

In the Marvel Universe, the Daredevil is a blind crime fighter who uses his other 
senses to “see” things others can’t. He has acute hearing, radar navigation, 
superior senses, and he can even read newspapers just by feeling the ink with 
his fingertips. The other heroes usually rely on him to find dangers or traps that 
a normal person cannot see.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we can sense God’s presence and understand His 
instructions for our life. Those who don’t have a relationship with Jesus have no 
idea what that even looks like. They might be relying on us to show them.

When our friends and family have questions about God and following Jesus do 
you have an answer for them? Peter tells us to always be ready to answer 
people’s questions about faith. They trust us to give them the truth.

This doesn’t mean we need to have lightning fast answers for every question. 
We can tell others that we will research their question and get back to them. The 
important thing is being open and ready to share our faith with everyone who 
wants to know more. We see things that others can’t see!

Think it through: Which of your friends or family ask you questions about your 
faith?

Go Deeper: Philip helps an Ethiopian read through Isaiah. Acts 8:26-40 Practice: 
Ask God to give you people who will be curious about your faith.



DAY4
8 But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, 
and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, 
who stood before him. 1 Kings 12:8

Core Value: Choice of Mentor

Don’t Open the Door

A wealthy man invited a house sitter to watch over his very luxurious mansion. 
His only rule was that the house sitter could not open one door that was next to 
the living room. The house sitter was doing her duty and enjoying the very big 
house when she got very bored. She decided to go exploring. When she came to 
the forbidden door, her curiosity grew. One little peak would not hurt, she 
thought. As soon as she opened the door just a smidgen, a large doberman 
rushed through, barking loudly. The enormous dog knocked over a priceless 
vase. The house sitter would need to give up her paycheck to help pay for the 
vase.

In 1 Kings 12, King Rehoboam asked for advice for leading Israel. The elders 
advised him to be kind to the people, reduce taxes, and make less strenuous 
laws. King Rehoboam also went to his young friends for advice. They told him to 
increase taxes and make harsher laws. The King decided to listen to his friends 
over the elders.

The people of Israel hated his decisions and rebelled against him. The kingdom 
of Israel was split into two because the people did not want to be ruled by such 
a harsh king.

It can be difficult to listen to the advice of people that are older than us, but 
often times they are giving us years of wisdom and insight. Don’t be like King 
Rehoboam who ignored good advice and turned the people against him.

Think it through: What advice did a wiser person give you lately?

Go Deeper: Read the whole story of King Rehoboam’s bad decision. 1 Kings 12

Practice: Ask your parents or grand parents for wise advice for being successful 
in life.



DAY5
19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19

Core Value: Passion For People and Purpose 

Gotta Catch Them All

When the Pokemon Go app came out, thousands of people traveled all over their 
city to catch rare and special Pokemon. Kids would force their parents to drive 
to the middle of nowhere just so they could get a rare Mewtwo or a Porygon. 
Even churches were advertising that they had rare Pokemon to get people to 
visit.

The Pokemon Go app gave people a purpose. They needed to catch all the 
monsters that the app could offer. That phone app ate up millions of hours.

Jesus gave Peter a new purpose in life. Peter was a fisherman who made his 
living selling fish. Jesus came to Peter, performed a miracle that gave him a 
boat full of fish, and then gave him a job that would define his life. Peter would 
spend his life introducing friends and strangers to Jesus.

Do you have a purpose like that? Peter transformed his life by following Jesus’ 
directions for him. You might not have Jesus tapping you on the shoulder and 
performing a big miracle in your life to get your attention, but He does have a 
purpose for you. Jesus cares deeply about what you do with your time and 
energy and wants you to use it to share God’s love and Jesus’ life with others.

Think it through: What sort of activities do you like doing? What sort of 
conversations do you like to have with others? Can God use those things to 
reach others?

Go Deeper: Read the whole story of Jesus asking Peter to follow him. Luke 
5:1-11

Practice: Make a list of everything you enjoy doing (writing, drawing, music) and 
ask God to turn it into His purpose.



DAY6
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over [g]all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Genesis 1:26

Core Value: Passion For People and Purpose

We Are Scientists

Historians argue who the first scientist was in human history. Some say it was 
Roger Bacon, a medieval philosopher who urged others to experiment with 
nature. Others say it was Aristotle, the ancient Greece philosopher who had 
many different hypotheses on life.

But did you know that God intended us to be scientists while we live on Earth? 
Adam and Eve were the first two humans to be created and God’s first privilege 
for them was to have rule over the fish, the animals, and the plants. That wasn’t 
just for making dinner. Adam and Eve took great pleasure in discovering new 
things about nature, experimenting, asking questions, and going on adventures.

It’s amazing that God gives us brains that can learn new information. It’s a gift 
that should be used everyday. It’s easy to slack off, binge watch, sleep in till 
noon, or get lost in video games, but our brains need to be challenged. When we 
grow in knowledge and discover new things we are glorifying God.

Think it through: Which school subject do you like learning about the most? Go 
Deeper: King Solomon becomes very educated. 1 King 4:29

Practice: Take time in your day to learn something new and 
realize you are glorifying God with your brain.



DAY7
13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, Philippians 3:13

Core Value: Passion For People and Purpose

Reaching for the Shore

What is the best way to steer a large boat over the ocean? One would think you 
need to stare at the water in front of you to navigate it. That would only cause 
the boat to drift in multiple directions. No, the best way to steer a boat is to pick 
a focal point in the distance (like mountains or trees) and use it as your 
reference for direction.

Paul was a church planter for Jesus when he wrote his letters to young 
churches. He was seen as a role model for how to treat other Christians. You 
might think that Paul was perfect because so many people looked up to him, but 
even he did not think that. Paul had a goal in mind for his faith. He was going to 
imitate Jesus and use Him as his role model. Paul knew he hadn’t reached that 
goal yet, but it was his purpose. He told the Philippians that he had not reached 
perfection yet, but he was not going to stop until he could get one step closer.

Think it through: What are some goals that you would love to accomplish in your 
life? How long will these goals take?

Go Deeper: Paul tells the church of Philippi that he is giving up his old life to live 
for this new goal. Philippians 3:7-16

Practice: Write down one thing you can work on or practice to become a better 
person (more like Jesus) and pick a day to do it.



DAY8
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 
Philippians 2:3

Core Value: Passion For People and Purpose 

Our Purpose is Other People

There is an old parable where a man was taken to Hell to see how things were 
run. In Hell, there was a long banquet table with delicious food. Everyone was 
seated at the table, but their hands were shackled so they could not reach any of 
it. These poor souls were forced to be near food they could never have. The man 
was taken to Heaven soon after. He saw the same long banquet table with 
delicious food and the people were also seated so they couldn’t reach the food 
for themselves. This perplexed him. He looked closer to see that the people 
could not feed themselves, but they had enough room to feed each other.

The example of Jesus Christ is our greatest inspiration for serving and loving 
other people. In Jesus’ life, He spent each day taking care of the needs of the 
sick, the lonely, and the poor. People would line up all over the town to meet him 
because he was so people-focused.

Sometimes it is easy to take care of our own needs first. There is nothing wrong 
with catering to an immediate need (hunger, thirst, tiredness). Although, you will 
never know joyful and fulfilling work until you use your energy and strength to 
serve those around you. Helping with the family chores is more worthwhile than 
binging Netflix. Buying a coffee for a homeless person is more valuable than 
getting yourself a meal at McDonald's. Think of others first. You won’t regret it.

Think it through: How many people do you see with needs every day?

Go Deeper: Jesus serves four different people and changes their life. Matthew 
8:1-16

Practice: Find something in your house that needs to be cleaned and do it 
without anyone knowing. (wash dishes, empty the dryer, vacuum)



DAY9
Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint;
But happy is he who keeps the law. Proverbs 29:18

Core Value: Visionary Leadership 

The Golfer in Prison

There was a war prisoner in Vietnam who enjoyed golf before he got captured. 
At first, he got very depressed that he was in a small cell, but then he decided he 
needed a hobby or he would go crazy. Each day he would visualize himself 
playing 18 holes of golf. He would imagine the course, what clubs he would use, 
and even what he was wearing. When he was freed from the prison and sent 
home his golf game was actually better than before he went to prison.

If your brain is a machine, the vision (or revelation) is what gives it power. 
Successful people who start tech companies or invent new products start with a 
vision in their head. They followed that vision and broke it down into steps they 
could follow.

When people get bored or lazy it sometimes means they do not have a plan for 
their life. They have nothing to strive for. It’s easy to veg when you are not 
working toward something. This is a very stagnant life and it gets old quick.

A vision could be as simple as a desire to see a school grade go up or as 
complex as starting a business. The important thing is you start with the goal in 
mind and break it down into bite size pieces. Even if your vision does not work 
out the way you wanted it to you are much closer to success than if you did 
nothing.

Think it through: What is one thing you want to see improve in your life? (Make 
more friends, start a business, improve a grade?)

Go Deeper: Joseph was given a vision of how God would make him a very 
successful commander. Genesis 37: 5-8

Practice: Write down a goal for yourself and then come up with five steps for you 
to get closer to completing your goal.



DAY10
31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not 
sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
Luke 14:31

Core Value: Visionary Leadership 

The Beached Whale

There was a small town that woke up to a dead whale on its shore. The whale 
was an eye sore for the town and smelled awful. The mayor had a great idea. He 
was going to blow up the whale with dynamite and the scavenger birds would be 
able to carry away the pieces. Someone should have told the mayor this was a 
horrible idea (and very gross). When the whale was blown up, the birds got so 
scared that they never came back and now the beach was covered in pieces of 
the whale. The problem got worse.

Jesus warns his listeners about the cost of following him. He explains it with a 
story. If a king wants to go to war with another king, he first has to make sure he 
has enough troops and weapons. If he doesn’t have enough resources, than it 
would be very foolish for a king to pick a fight he can’t win.

Jesus used this same argument when people were considering following Him. If 
the people did not want to travel from town to town, change their job, or follow 
Jesus’ instructions then they should not follow him. The people needed to think 
critically before jumping into an opportunity or they would get very discouraged 
or bitter.

When we have a great plan or a vision for our life, it can seem like we are 
unstoppable. The teen that wants to become a YouTube celebrity or the college 
grad that wants to make a new business has to sit down and think about what it 
will cost. A dream is just a dream if you don’t have the resources to complete it.

Think it through: What does it cost (time, money, energy) to start a new 
business? How about to become a follower of Jesus?

Go Deeper: Jesus explains what it takes to follow Him. Matthew 8:18-22

Practice: Write down the traps that could discourage you in one of your goals. 
Can you overcome them?



DAY11
“And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit 
on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old 
men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 
Joel 2:28

Core Value: Visionary Leadership 

The Gift of Imagination

In the movie, Hook, Peter Pan is an older man who lost the ability to imagine. 
The Lost Boys, his old crew, invited him to a meal at their hideout. The table had 
empty plates and serving platters. Peter Pan was confused when the boys 
started pretending to eat from the empty bowls. He was told to imagine the 
plates filled with food and it would become real. Sure enough, when he 
visualized his favorite food, the table became a feast of desserts and hearty 
meats.

A vision (or an imagination) is a gift from God. God tells the prophet Joel that a 
time is coming when men and women will receive special visions from Him.

Many scholars agree that Jesus’ death and resurrection brought this to us. 
Jesus left us with a gift where we could receive God’s perfect vision for the 
world and see it in action.

Since the beginning of time, we have been able to use our imaginations to think 
and to plan our goals. God shares his vision with us and encourages us to live it 
out. Whenever we think of new ways to feed the poor, promote fairness, and 
push kindness, we are sharing God’s vision. It is a gift from above.

Think it through: What does a perfect world look like to you?

Go Deeper: Read about God’s perfect vision for the world. Revelation 21

Practice: How can you use your imagination to help someone (or make life 
better)? What is the next step to making your vision a reality?



DAY12
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 
no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, Revelation 7:9

Core Value: Culturally Relevant Communication 

Too Many to Count

My church used to run this youth event called The 40 Hour Fast. We were chal-
lenged to not eat any food for 40 hours, while we served the community and 
raised money for poor countries. At the end of the event we would have a enor-
mous spaghetti dinner. One time, at hour 39, I offered to pray for the meal. I 
thought it would be hilarious if I made an extra long prayer by including every 
country that has Christians. The joke was not appreciated.

There is something beautiful about how universal Christianity. People from all 
tribes, nations, and languages can celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus 
for the forgiveness of sins. Even if we come from different cultures or have dif-
ferent customs we can all be united over this.

It’s important to know that Heaven will be proof that God’s love 
covers the whole earth. Whether it is Africa, Russia, New Jersey, 
or Greenland we are united under Jesus.

Think it through: Why do you think so many different 
cultures feel welcome to put their trust in Jesus?

Go Deeper: Read about how Peter shares Jesus with 
3000 new believers. Acts 2:14-40

Practice: Celebrate God’s diversity today. Find a church or 
a Bible study that has people that are different from you.



DAY13
3There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28

Core Value: Culturally Relevant Communication 

The Miracle

Herb Brooks was the USA hockey team coach for the 1980 Winter Olympics. He 
had a strategy for defeating the Soviet team, but first he needed to get his team 
united. In the 2004 movie, Miracle, Herb had his team do laps around the rink 
when the team was fighting. He would ask “Who are you?” after each lap. When 
the team couldn’t answer they were forced to do more laps. Finally, the 
exhausted team wised up and said, “We are the USA.”

Each culture and ethnicity is different. It would seem impossible for everyone to 
reach common ground. Paul’s letter to the Galatians gives us a focus we can be 
united on. When we attach ourselves to Jesus, we are not just different cultures 
and ethnicities. We are one in Christ. It’s a miracle that Jesus can unite us 
together under one name.

If you think about it, Christians have no reason to bicker and fight with each 
other. We follow one master and read the same Bible. There will always be 
differences in opinion over beliefs, but Christ has drawn us together so that we 
can say, “We are Christians.”

Think it through: Why do Christians bicker and fight with each other? Does 
anything positive come out from arguing?

Go Deeper: Read about Paul’s instructions for the church. 1 Timothy 2:1-10

Practice: Become an encourager on social media for other Christians. Make a 
post or comment on a post that makes another believer feel empowered about 
their faith.



DAY14
2My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with partiality. James 2:1

Core Value: Culturally Relevant Communication 

No Favorites

Here are a few pointers for making sure the team captain picks you on his 
dodgeball team. Make sure you wear platforms in your shoes so you appear 
taller. Do 50 situps everyday for a week so you have ab muscles. Stand next to 
the scrawny kid so that you look stronger by comparison. Don’t forget to be 
overly confident and boastful about your skills. The team captain will most 
definitely pick you for the team.

Favoritism is embedded in our culture. Sports scouts want to hire the best 
athletes. Beauty contests want to award the most beautiful people. Colleges 
want to accept the smartest people. You can’t get anywhere in life without being 
better than someone else.

In the Christian faith we are commanded not to pick favorites. The letter from 
James tells the church that people who are rich and popular are not any better 
than the poor. Jesus looks at the rich and the poor with the same respect, honor, 
and dignity. In fact, Jesus gives special attention to those who need the most 
help.

If we want to think like Jesus we need to stop assuming that athletes, 
celebrities, and wealthy people are better than everyone else. In God’s eyes, we 
are all the same: sinners who need a savior.

Think it through: Why does God want to give extra attention to the poor, the 
unpopular, and the hurt? Why do you think Jesus believes that all people 
deserve the same dignity and respect?

Go Deeper: Read about how James teaches the church to treat the poor. 
James 2:1-9

Practice: Find someone in your social media contacts who is not popular and 
send them an uplifting note.



DAY15
14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall;
But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14

Core Value: Multiplication of Leaders 

A Little Help From My Friends

There is a video game called Dark Souls 3. This is a fantasy game where a 
player must venture through medieval castles and haunted marshes to slay 
skeletons, beasts, and all kinds of evil. The game is known for its near- impossi-
ble difficulty. Needless to say, it is very easy to get frustrated with the game and 
rage quit. But there is one option where you can invite an experienced player to 
join alongside you. When an experienced fighter joins you the game is exponen-
tially easier. Not only that, but the experienced fighter can teach you a few 
things to make you a better player.

Any project, business idea, or adventure needs to have helpers. You won’t find a 
single tech company that doesn’t have multiple leaders helping the company 
run. The people we allow to help us with our goals make the job so much easier.

We need people to make us smarter with their wisdom. We need people to train 
us on how to accomplish tasks better. We even need people to warn us when we 
are doing something wrong. This is all part of the process of making us into 
better people.

It might seem like starting a project alone gives you more control, but you will 
never see your true potential without helpers working alongside you.

Think it through: Name a time someone gave you advice that helped you out.

Go Deeper: Read about King Jehoshaphat working with the people to fend off an 
invading army. 2 Chronicles 20

Practice: Ask for life advice from someone who is wiser than you or ask for help 
on a project you are trying to complete (at school or home).
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